
Naomi Kenser 

Interviewed by Phoenix R. Gabuya (Nephew)  
 
 
Naomi Kenser is a woman around 54, living in Thourston with her husband, daughter 
and son. She spends most of her time making craft and projects and has plans to have 
a studio. “But how did she get to where she is now?”This question was assigned by my 
teacher to ask about the older people of our generation. It was a great opportunity to 
learn more and to listen to what she had to say. 
Naomi was born in the Philippines, in the later 1960’s, although it was marked down on 
her birth certificate, she said the doctor marked it wrong and that she doesn’t know her 
age. Her mother is named Nonita Francesca Maria Gabuya and her father is unknown.  
Around 1972, she attended St. Michael's K-college Program. In early mornings, she 
would have to line up with the rest of the school and sing the anthem after that she 
would be at classes until possibly 5 pm. There were frequent nail and uniform 
inspections to make sure she was presentable and she always had to carry a 
handkerchief with her.   
If she wasn’t focusing the nuns, who ran the class, would hit her knuckles with a ruler. 
Studying was a big part of her life. On some occasions there would be Saturday school 
and night classes.  

Singing and dancing were also a big part of her life. It was mandatory for 
students to learn how to dance and sing and some schools would turn it into a 
competition that would compete with other schools. 
When she was 13 she moved out of the Philippines to San Diego, California. Where she 
lived with her two sisters, three brothers and her mother. She only remembers being 
very jet lagged and sweaty when they landed. 

 During high school she went to a chess club and was the only female there. As 
she was set up with her opponent, she was given worried stares from other people. She 
beat the guy in five moves. The guy proceeded to throw the board across the room. 
Apparently the boy had been undefeated and this was the first time he lost. She was 
doubted as “Queen Of Chess”. 
After graduating, she started college, working two to three jobs at a time. While working 
as a restaurant bartender she met her husband, who was working as a waiter. She also 
worked at a hotel and office. 
A couple of years later she moved to Springfield, OR. When she was 35 she had her 
first daughter on 8/7/1993. She finished college with a bachelor’s in media, but 5 
degrees in all and she had a son in 5/18/2000. 
Now she lives in Throuston with her husband, daughter and son, working on crafts with 
a soon to be studio of her and planning to expand to power tools. 
 


